How to use PDM (pt. 1)

Solidworks PDM is a server based cloud that stores all of the solidworks part files the team designs.
It features version control, file check in / check out, and component hierarchy control. If used
properly, it works very well. If used improperly, it will ruin you and your lead/chief engineers life.

At all costs, avoid working locally unless absolutely necessary. It saves everyone time in the long
run.

This is part 1 of the guide, which covers access and usage relating to it not breaking your whole
computer.

Part 2 (here) covers the actual usage of the software in solidworks

GETTING ACCESS:

To start, you need to 1) download the software package and 2) be added to the server as a user
with your UF EMAIL. This will allow you to sign in to the blue box that pops up when you try to
open the "vault" (what the folder is called). The team typically adds people twice every semester.
Don't miss it. And don't use a personal email. The username and password will be whatever your
school info is.

SolarGators

User name: ksmith13
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If you can't get the blue box to pop up, right click the vault and hit the "log in" button. You can also
right click the vault and hit the "log out" button if you need to log out (more on that later).

NETWORK:


https://wiki.ufsolargators.org/books/solidworks/page/how-to-use-pdm-pt-2
https://wiki.ufsolargators.org/uploads/images/gallery/2025-02/GJ4image.png

Solidworks PDM requires being on the network that the server is hosted on. In our case, this is

being on the UF network in person or VPN. This is what will cause issues with PDM blowing up your
computer.

What often happens is you may finish work on something or close your laptop and then your VPN
will disconnect, and you will not reconnect it. You are now in purgatory, where your PDM is signed
in but you are not on network. If attempt to access your files via file explorer, you may experience
either:

1) Very slow functioning file explorer
2) File explorer keeps crashing

3) An endless stream of

e Could not open database "SolarGators'!

THE ONLY WAY TO FIX THIS IS TO LOG BACK INTO THE UF NETWORK AND THEN SIGN
OUT OF PDM MANUALLY

OR

RESTART YOUR COMPUTER
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